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British and Boers alike undermined by the introduction of
Christianity and cheap whisky.

Haggard loyally defended his chief; he described the Boer
War as " one of Mr. Gladstone's gifts to his country," remarking
that the war "cost us twenty thousand more lives and two
hundred and fifty millions more of treasure to bring about what
was in practice the same state of affairs that Sir Theophilus Shep-
stone had established over twenty years before without the firing
of a single shot." In Cetewayo and His White Neighbours he told
the whole story from the point of view of those who knew South
Africa at first hand in those days; in the handsome dedication of
Nada the Lily, published in the year before Shepstone's death, he
quoted an extract from Cetewayo's message at the time of the
annexation, indicating the reason for Shepstone's policy, and
roundly declared that "enemies have borne false witness" against
him.

On his return from duty on the commission, in June, 1877,
Haggard was appointed English Clerk to the Colonial Secretary's
Office at a salary of two hundred and fifty pounds a year. But
soon afterwards the Master and Registrar of the High Court of
the Transvaal died, and after some hesitation on account of his
youth, for he was only just twenty-one, the government appointed
Haggard to the post, with a salary of four hundred a yean Times
were difficult; the handful of English officials at Pretoria lived
in daily expectation of massacre either from the assegais of the
Zulus or the rifles of the Boers. Probably visitors at such a time
presented a source of anxiety, and though Haggard entertained
Anthony Trollope, when he called at Pretoria during the tour
resulting in his book on South Africa, he had no more to say of
him than that "Mr. Trollope was a man who concealed a kind
heart under a somewhat rough manner, such as does not add
to the comfort of colonial travelling." By the end of 1877,
conditions had grown so alarming that the English population
formed volunteer corps as auxiliaries to the military, and Haggard
joined the Pretoria Horse, of which he was soon made adjutant.
The hostility of the Boers probably saved his life, for unless the
authorities had thought it advisable at the time of Cetewayo's
rising to retain the Pretoria Horse for defence of the town against